
WSPTA, September 27, 2020 

“VIRTUAL” FALL FESTIVAL 2020  
GUIDELINES 

 

 

 

Since 1995, the WSPTA Fall Festival has been an annual event sponsored by the Winston-Salem 
Piano Teachers’ Association.  The Festival provides an opportunity for students to prepare pieces 
of a given musical period and play them for an adjudicator. All students receive positive 
feedback on ways in which to improve musically. 

 

• Date:  November 21, 2020 

• Registration Deadline:  October 31, 2020 

• Video Upload/Submission Deadline: November 20, 2020, 6:00 pm 

• Registration Fee:  $15 per student 
 

This year, pieces by composers from the Romantic Era are to be played. If your student plans to 
perform a piece by a composer that is not listed on the Romantic Composers list, please contact 
Myron Brown for approval no later than October 9, 2020. 
 

Students who are 11 years or younger on the day of the festival shall have a total playing time 
that does not exceed five (5) minutes.  Students who are ages 12 through age 18 shall have a 
total playing time not to exceed ten (10) minutes. Teachers should submit a separate 
application form for each student.  
 

 
Due to ongoing safety concerns surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic, we are not being 
permitted to host the festival at Wake Forest University. This year’s Fall Festival will be virtual 
and take place entirely asynchronously online. Students must record a video of their 
performance and upload to be adjudicated.  
 
Videos must be submitted by November 20, 2020, 6:00 pm. The adjudicator will view each 
students’ performance over the weekend and provide constructive comments/feedback to 
teachers via email by Monday, November 23, 2020. Teachers without an email address may 
consider using parents’ email addresses as an alternative. 
 
The Fall Festival committee understands that hosting a festival in this format could create some 
inequities. Please rest assured that the committee has expressed this concern to the 
adjudicator. The adjudicator will provide constructive feedback about each students’ playing—
we have requested that the adjudicator refrain from any comments that have to do with the 
quality of the instrument or the quality of the audio/video in the recording.  



WSPTA, September 27, 2020 

 

VIDEO SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS 
 

  
Please read and follow these instructions carefully 

 
1. Even though the Fall Festival is virtual, make sure students look presentable are dressed 

appropriately, as they would be for an in-person performance. 
2. For best image quality, make sure to record your videos in landscape orientation and 

1080p HD resolution. (If using a phone/tablet, you may need to adjust the quality settings 
in the camera app.) 

3. Before recording your video, ensure there is adequate lighting and minimal background 
noise (people, fans, electronics, etc.) 

4. High Definition video files can be very large. If using a phone/tablet, make sure you are 
connected to WiFi before uploading your video, as this will help you save on your monthly 
wireless data allowance. 

5. Open the YouTube app on your smartphone/tablet or visit the YouTube website on a 
laptop then sign in to your account. If you do not have one already, you can register for a 
free YouTube account here: Create YouTube Account. 

6. Upload the video you recorded. (The method may vary depending on the device you use.) 
7. For title of the video, please use: WSPTA Fall Festival 2020 – “Student Name” 
8. For the description, include the title/composer of the piece being performed. 
9. For students playing multiple pieces, you may upload separate videos for each. If you 

choose to include multiple pieces in the same recording, be sure the description lists the 
titles/composers of each individual piece. 

10. When given the option of how to publish your video, choose “Unlisted.” This will ensure 
that only those with the link can access the video. The link you provide will only be shared 
with the Fall Festival Committee and the adjudicator. 

11. Once your video has been uploaded and processing has completed, play it back to ensure 
everything was uploaded properly. 

12. If everything looks okay, click the “share” button on the video and copy the YouTube link. 
13. Send this link to Mary Ann Bills (mabills@triad.rr.com) by Friday, November 20, 2020 at 

6:00 pm. If uploading multiple pieces in multiple videos, be sure to send a link for each. 
 
Suggestions for Teachers/Parents 
If you are unfamiliar with uploading videos to YouTube, you might want to practice the above 
steps a few times, as soon as possible, so you feel confident about the process before the 
submission deadline. Record a short video (a few seconds is fine)—it can always be deleted later. 
Lastly, consider using a music stand, tripod, or something sturdy to hold the 
camera/phone/tablet, rather than trying to keep it steady by hand; this will go a long way to 
improve quality. 

http://www.youtube.com/
https://accounts.google.com/signup/v2/webcreateaccount?service=youtube&continue=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fsignin%3Faction_handle_signin%3Dtrue%26app%3Ddesktop%26feature%3Dredirect_login%26hl%3Den%26next%3D%252Faccount&hl=en&dsh=S-184068162%3A1601243252273166&gmb=exp&biz=false&flowName=GlifWebSignIn&flowEntry=SignUp&nogm=true
mailto:mabills@triad.rr.com

